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These stories present a problem to be 

solved such as a mysterious event,            

a puzzle or a crime. The main          

character is usually a detective and 

the solution is given at the end of the 

story. Readers are actively involved in 

these suspense-filled plots. 

Mystery New to mysteries? Try these series: 

A to Z Mysteries 
 

Calendar Mysteries 
 

Cam Jansen 
 

Capital Mysteries 
 

Jigsaw Jones 
 

Nate the Great / Olivia Sharp 
 

Scooby-Doo 
 

Zack Files 



Murder at Midnight by Avi 

When they are falsely accused of plotting to 

overthrow the king, Mangus the magician and his servant 

boy, Fabrizio, face deadly consequences unless they can 

track down the real traitor by the stroke of midnight. 
 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett 

When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to 

happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, 

eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to 

solve an international art scandal. 
 

It Happened on a Train by Mac Barnett 

7th grader Steve Brixton finds himself pulled back into 

sleuthing when, during a train trip down the California 

coast, he uncovers a mystery involving a fleet of priceless 

automobiles, an assassin and a private rail car. 
 

The Puzzling World of Winston Breen by Eric Berlin 

When his sister stumbles upon strange wooden strips with 

words and letters that could lead to a priceless treasure, 

Winston must overcome distrust and dangerous threats to 

unravel this mystery and claim the prize. 
 

Masterpiece by Elise Broach 

After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as a gift 

for James, a human with whom he shares a house, the two 

new friends work together to help recover a drawing stolen 

from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 

The Unknowns by Benedict Carey 

When people start vanishing from a  trailer park next to the 

Folsom Energy Plant, two eleven-year-olds investigate  

using mathematical clues that were hastily planted by their 

friend Mrs. Clarke before she disappeared. 
 

Room One by Andrew Clements 

In his very small town of Hamilton, Nebraska, 5th grader 

Ted Hammond looks for a connection between the dying 

town's dwindling school numbers and the face in the    

window of the empty Anderson house. 
 

Vanished by Sheela Chari 

Eleven-year-old Neela must solve the mystery when her 

beautiful but cursed veena, a classical Indian musical  

instrument, goes missing. 
 

Half Moon Investigations by Eoin Colfer 

When Fletcher Moon is framed for a crime he did not   

commit, he must team up with the unlikeliest of allies, run 

from the authorities, and solve the case within twelve 

hours to clear his name. 
 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat's cousin, Salim, disappears from the 

London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work     

together--Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and 

impatient Kat--to try to discover what happened to Salim. 

The Seventh Level by Jody Feldman 

12-year-old Travis is invited to become a member of The 

Legend, Lauer Middle School's most exclusive secret     

society, but first he must solve seven puzzles. 
 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham 

13-year-old Theodore Boone has always dreamed of being a 

great trial lawyer someday, but a sensational murder trial 

forces him into the arena sooner than expected, and he is 

determined to see that justice prevails. 
 

Closed for the Season by Mary Downing Hahn 

When Logan and his family move into a run-down old house 

in rural Virginia, he discovers that a woman was murdered 

there and becomes involved with his neighbor Arthur in a 

dangerous investigation to try to uncover the killer. 
 

13 Treasures by Michelle Harrison 

The 50-year-old mystery of a disappeared girl sparks a    

battle between a girl and her faerie tormentors.  
 

Time Stops for No Mouse by Michael Hoeye 

After meeting lively aviatrix Linka Perflinger, watchmaker 

mouse Hermux Tantamoq falls desperately in love, so when 

she disappears, he sets out to search for her and finds  

himself in way over his head. 
 

Bunnicula by Deborah and James Howe 

Harold the dog tells of Chester the cat's suspicions that the 

baby rabbit that one of the Monroe boys finds in the movie 

theater, takes home, and names Bunnicula is a  vampire. 
 

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  

by E.L. Konigsburg 

When Claudia and Jamie run away from home to live in the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art they encounter a baffling    

mystery. 
 

The Adventures of Jack Lime by James Leck 

15-year-old Jack Lime is a private eye who solves the    

problems of Iona High's student body; the three fast-paced, 

stand-alone mysteries filled with twists, turns and hilarious 

high school characters prove that no case is too small for 

this hardboiled hero who's a pro at stalking school corridors.  
 

Wicked Will: a Mystery of Young William Shakespeare  

by Bailey MacDonald 

Disguised as a boy and traveling with her uncle's theater 

troupe because her family has been forced into hiding due 

to their religious beliefs, Viola meets a local boy named Will 

Shakespeare who, after her uncle is arrested for murder, 

helps her track down the clues to uncover the real culprits. 
 

Vanishing Acts by Leslie Margolis 

Life is confusing for seventh-grader Maggie, who must track 

down a missing person and find out who is behind a string 

of dog eggings at the local dog run, while also dealing with 

issues involving her brother and two of her friends. 

The Candymakers by Wendy Mass 

When four 12-year-olds, including Logan, who has grown up 

never having left his parents' candy factory, compete in the 

Confectionary Association's annual contest, they unexpect-

edly become friends and uncover secrets about themselves 

during the process. 
 

Billionaire’s Curse by Richard Newsome 

When 13-year-old Gerald finds himself the heir to twenty 

billion pounds from an aunt he never met, he inherits with it 

a mystery surrounding his aunt's death and various artifacts 

in the British Museum. 
 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings  

together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover 

the circumstances of his death before they can claim their 

inheritance. 
 

Smells Like Treasure by Suzanne Selfors 

Homer faces another challenger for his uncle's spot in the 

society of Legends, Objects, Secrets, and Treasures but 

Dog's hidden ability to smell treasure guides the duo as 

clues lead them to fantastic mansions and hidden islands. 
 

Walls Within Walls by Maureen Sherry 

When the Smithfork family moves into a lavish Manhattan 

apartment building, they discover clues to a decades-old 

mystery hidden behind the walls of their new home. 
 

The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 

Six children are thrust from the make-believe world of   

Egyptian pharaohs when their trusted oracle foresees the 

appearance of a murderer. 
 

Dollhouse Murders by Betty Wren Wright 

Amy and her sister solve the mystery of why the dolls in the 

attic dollhouse mysteriously move from where they were left 

and why their Aunt Clare gets angry with questions about 

the dollhouse.  
 

100 Cupboards by N.D. Wilson 

After his parents are kidnapped, timid 12-year-old Henry 

York leaves his sheltered Boston life and moves to small-

town Kansas, where he and his cousin Henrietta discover 

and explore hidden doors that seem to open other worlds. 
 

Secret Life of Ms. Finkleman by Ben Winters 

Spurred by a special project from her social studies teacher, 

seventh-grader Bethesda Fielding uncovers the secret   

identity of her music teacher, which leads to a most unusual 

concert performance and a tutoring assignment. 

 

 

Books are located in the J Fiction section filed alphabetically 

by the author’s last name unless otherwise noted.  


