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These stories take place during a  

particular time period in the past to offer 

insight into the people and events from 

that time. They sometimes feature  

characters based on real people and  

provide an opportunity to relive the past.  

Historical Fiction Classics & Award Winners 
 

Little Women by Lousia May Alcott 
 

Crispin: the Cross of Lead by Avi 
 

A Gathering of Days: A New England Girl’s Journal 

1830-32 by Joan W. Blos 
 

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink 
 

Secret of the Andes by Ann Nolan Clark 
 

My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier 
 

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
 

The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman 
 

Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 
 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos 
 

Summer of My German Soldier by Betty Greene 
 

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
 

Rifles for Watie by Harold Keith 
 

Carry On, Mr Bowditch by Jean Lee Latham 
 

Ben and Me: a New and Astonishing life of Benjamin  

Franklin as Written By His Good Mouse Amos  

by Robert Lawson 
 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
 

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 
 

Streams to the River, River to the Sea by Scott O’Dell 
 

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
 

Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck 
 

Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 
 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 
 

Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool 
 

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 

Series 
Found alphabetically by the author’s last name  
in the J Fiction section.  
 

Scraps of Time by Patricia McKissack 

Baseball Card Adventures by Dan Gutman 

Racing to Freedom trilogy by Alison Hart 

Boys of Wartime by Laurie Calkhoven 

  

Filed alphabetically by series title in the J Series section.  
 

American Girl 

American Girl—History Mysteries 

Dear America 

Historcal Fiction Adventures  

My Name is America 

Royal Diaries 



Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

In 1793 Philadelphia, 16-year-old Matilda Cook,  

separated from her sick mother, is forced to cope with 

the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic. 
 

City of Orphans by Avi 

In 1893 New York, Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, 

a homeless girl, to clear his older sister, Emma, from 

charges that she stole from the brand new Waldorf Hotel. 
 

Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood 

A young orphan named Widge, who possesses a 

special talent, finds himself at the mercy of an 

unscrupulous master who would get the script 

of Hamlet at any cost.  
 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

9-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Holocaust. All he 

knows is that he has been moved from a comfortable 

home in Berlin to a house in a desolate area where there 

is nothing to do and no-one to play with. 
 

Children of the Longhouse by Joseph Bruchac 

11-year-old Ohkwa'ri and his twin sister must make peace 

with a hostile gang of older boys in their Mohawk village 

during the late 1400s. 
 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 

A 12-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island 

in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, and 

has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in 

addition to life with his autistic sister. 
 

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis 

In 1859, 11-year-old Elijah Freeman, the first free-born 

child in Buxton, Canada, which is a haven for slaves flee-

ing the American South, uses his wits and skills to try to 

bring to justice the lying preacher who has stolen money.  
 

Alchemy and Meggy Swan by Karen Cushman 

Sent to live with an alchemist father who doesn't want 

her, physically challenged Meggy is appalled by the noise, 

dirt and crime of Elizabethan London and works to     

establish a life for herself and a pet goose with the aid of 

a pair of walking sticks.  
 

Morning Girl by Michael Dorris 

Tells the story of Morning Girl and her brother, Star Boy, 

two Native Americans of the Taino tribe, their family, and 

their community, as they grow up together in the         

Bahamas in the fateful year of 1492. 
 

Game of Silence by Louise Erdich 

9-year-old Omakayas, of the Ojibwa tribe, moves west 

with her family in 1849. 
 

R My Name is Rachel by Patricia Reilly Giff 

Three city siblings, now living on a farm during the Great 

Depression, must survive on their own when their father 

takes a construction job miles away. 

Stowaway by Karen Hesse 

A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young 

stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor which 

sailed around the world under Captain James Cook. 
 

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm 

During the Great Depression, an 11-year-old girl nicknamed 

Turtle goes to live with relatives in Key West, Florida, after 

her mother takes a job as a housekeeper for a woman who 

does not like children. 
 

Million Shades of Gray by Cynthia Kadohata 

In 1975 after American troops pull out of Vietnam, a 13-

year-old boy and his beloved elephant escape into the   

jungle when the Viet Cong attack his village. 
 

Chengli and the Silk Road Caravan by Hildi Kang 

Looking for his father who disappeared many years ago, 

Chengli joins a caravan charged with giving safe passage to 

the Emperor's daughter as it navigates the constant       

dangers of the Silk Road in 630 A.D. 
 

Newsgirl by Liza Ketchum 

Amelia is unhappy about the restrictions placed on girls in 

1851 San Francisco, so she disguises herself as a boy in 

order to join a gang of newsboys, where she gets to work 

and have fun alongside her rambunctious friends. 
 

The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages 

Dewey Kerrigan, while living with her scientist father who is 

working on a top secret government program, has no idea 

how the Manhattan Project will change the world as she 

befriends an aspiring artist who is a misfit just like her. 
 

The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine 

In 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy 12-year-old 

Marlee sees her city and family divided over school  

integration, but her friendship with Liz, a new student,  

helps her find her voice and fight against racism. 
 

Year of the Tiger by Alison Lloyd 

In ancient China, two boys forge an unlikely alliance in an 

effort to become expert archers and, ultimately, to save 

their city from invading barbarians. 
 

My Brother Abe by Harry Mazer 

Forced off their land in Kentucky in 1816, 9-year-old Sarah 

Lincoln, known as Sally, and her family, including younger 

brother Abe, move to the Indiana frontier. 
 

Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips by Michael Morpurgo 

When Boowie reads the diary that his grandmother sends 

him, he learns of her childhood in World War II England 

when American and British soldiers practiced for D-Day's 

invasion in the area of her home.   

Books are located in the J Fiction section  filed  

alphabetically by the author’s last name  

unless otherwise noted.  

When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park 

With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and 

sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of 

Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to 

suppress Korean culture entirely. 
 

Bird in a Box by Andrea Pinkney 

In 1936, three children meet at the Mercy Home for 

Negro Orphans in New York State, and with the help of a 

sympathetic staff member and the boxing matches of 

Joe Louis, they manage to overcome their grief. 
 

Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy 

From 1939, when Sylvia is 4 1/2 years old, to 1945 

when she has just turned ten, a Jewish girl and her  

family struggle to survive in Poland's Lodz ghetto  

during the Nazi occupation. 
 

Dog in the Wood by Monika Schroder 

As World War II draws to an end, Russian soldiers,    

occupying Schwartz, Germany, bring friendship and 

hardship to the family of Fritz, whose grandfather was a 

Nazi sympathizer, forcing them to leave their farm and 

arresting his mother. 
 

Red Moon at Sharpsburg by Rosemary Wells 

Finding courage she never thought she had, a young  

Southern girl musters the strength and wit to survive the 

ravages of the Civil War and keep her family 

together through it all. 
 

Countdown by Deborah Wiles 

The story of a formative year in 12-year-old 

Franny  Chapman's life, and the life of a na-

tion facing the threat of nuclear war.  
 

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 

After travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to 

spend a month with the mother they barely know,  

Delphine and her two sisters discover that their mother, 

a dedicated poet, wants them to attend a nearby Black 

Panther summer camp. 
 

Crow by Barbara Wright 

In 1898, Moses Thomas's summer vacation does not go 

exactly as planned as he contends with family problems 

and the ever-changing alliances among his friends at 

the same time as he is exposed to the escalating  

tension between the African-American and white  

communities of Wilmington, North Carolina. 
 

Earth Dragon Awakes by Laurence Yep 

Eight-year-old Henry and nine-year-old Chin love to read 

about heroes in popular "penny dreadful" novels, until 

they both witness real courage while trying to survive the 

1906 San Francisco earthquake. 


